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Edward Jenner 1749-1823
• 1796: Edward Jenner produces the first vaccine. 
• 1840: Vaccination Act provided free vaccination 

for the poor
• 1853: Smallpox vaccination is made compulsory
• 1882: Anti vaccination campaigns begin
• 1909: Compulsory smallpox vaccination abolished
• 1962: Last UK smallpox outbreak in Bradford
• 1977: Last naturally occurring outbreak (Somalia)
• 1978: Last tragic case in Birmingham
• 1980: WHO declare smallpox eradicated

Courtesy of the Welcome Collection





Comes, black as a porpus.
The diabolus ipse,
Call'd Cholery Morphus;
Who with horns, hoofs, and 
tail, croaks for carrion to feed 
him,
Tho' being a Devil, no one 
never has seed him!

Ah! then my dear honies,
There's no cure for you. 
[Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 
"Cholera Cured Beforehand“]

John Leech's cartoon 
in Punch,1852



1848 Poster
From the National Archives Educational material
This is a poster that was put up in London in 1848, during the second 
outbreak of cholera.

PREVENTION OF CHOLERA: REMEDIES RECOMMENDED BY 
GOVERNMENT.

15. Let a flannel or woollen belt be worn around the belly. This has 
been found serviceable in checking the tendency to bowel complaint 
so common during the prevalence of Cholera. The disease has, in this 
country, been always found to commence with looseness in the 
bowels, and in this stage is very tractable. It should, however, be 
noticed that the looseness is frequently unattended by pain or 
uneasiness, and fatal delay has often occurred from the notion that 
cholera must be attended with cramps. In the earlier stage here 
referred to, there is often no griping or cramp, and it is at this period 
that the disease can be most easily arrested. In all such cases let from 
twenty to forty drops of Dr. J Lenacs Cholera Tincture be administered 
in half a glass of brandy, and the symptoms will abate immediately.



Edwin Chadwick
1800-1890

• Renowned social reformer, reforming the Poor 
Laws, urban sanitation and public health.

• 1831 First Cholera epidemic: 13,000 deaths.

• 1842 Chadwick's Report: The Sanitary Conditions 
of the Labouring Population.

• 1848 Second Cholera: 21,000 deaths.
First Public Board of Health set up



Dr John Snow
1813-1858

• Regarded as the father of epidemiology
• Pioneer of anaesthesia and medical hygiene

• 1853 Third Cholera: 15,000 deaths.
• 1854 Dr John Snow proved that cholera was caused by 

a polluted water supply.
• 1866 Fourth Cholera epidemic: 6,000 deaths.

Sanitary Act required local authorities to provide fresh 
water, sewage and waste disposal.





Washing Streets around 
Covent Gardens

• Anti-Cholera measures 1894



Opposition to Government Public Health 
Measures: The Times



Rothbury c 1896

Courtesy of Northumberland Communities



Births and Deaths
• Population about 1200
• There were 24 births and 15 deaths in the year

• Two of the new-born died
• Two of the deaths were strangers



Health
• A child was accidently scalded.
• One of the strangers died suddenly while in charge of a 

horse and cart.

• The other visitor died of consumption
• One child died of diarrhoea.
• A case of measles was imported by a visitor’s child in June.

• The Board is advised to adopt the new Notification of 
Diseases Act.



Sanitation
• The lodging house is found to be clean and tidy
• The slaughterhouses situation had improved.

• Mr Dixon is happier.
• South Terrace sewer problem has been rectified.
• The Coplish Burn conduit has been cleared.

• The unsanitary conditions behind Henderson’s shop have 
been rectified. A proper WC and a covered ash-midden 
have been provided.

• Two blocks of buildings have had their drainage renewed

Courtesy of Joan Gale’s Rothbury booklet



Sanitation continued

• Six privies replaced by WCs and five more under 
construction

• More ash middens are being provided and some 
are under reconstructed

• Seven defective gullies have been replaced
• Several WCs have had soil pipes ventilated
• A Rubbish Depot has been provided out of town



Water Supplies
• Storage has been increased for Pennistan Well
• The stone conduit supplying Addyheugh has been 

replaced by a socketed pipe with cemented joints
• Several towns on the east coast are agitating to 

secure the Tosson Springs of Water





Rainfall

• Mr Bertram of Cragside has very kindly provided monthly 
rainfalls.



THE TEESDALE MERCURY—WEDNESDAY. FEB. 17, 1897
RAILWAY ACCIDENT AT ROTHBURY.

• A railway accident, resulting fatally to two persons, and in injury to several others, occurred late on Saturday 
at Rothbury, Northumberland, at the terminus of a short line of the North British Railway Company 
connecting Rothbury with the North-Eastern line at Morpeth. An excursion train was run in the afternoon 
from Rothbury to Newcastle to give people an opportunity of attending the matinee performances of the 
pantomimes. The train left Newcastle on its return journey at 7.15 p.m., and reached Rothbury Station about 
10.20 p.m., where a large crowd was awaiting its arrival. As the train was drawing up to the platform the 
carriage nearest the engine from some cause, which will be the subject of investigation, suddenly left the 
metals, dashed into the signal-box, and then turned over in a shattered condition upon its side, burying its 
occupants beneath the debris. The stationmaster and officials, and other helpers, hurried to render 
assistance, but nearly an hour elapsed before the unfortunate captives could be liberated. Two of them, Miss 
Annie Cowing, of Rothbury, and Mr. Hugh Proudlock, of Carlington, died almost immediately, having been 
terribly hurt, and it was found that 10 others had been injured more or less seriously. They were taken on 
ambulances to Rothbury Hospital, after receiving temporary surgical treatment on the spot.
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